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FEATURE ARTICLE: 9/11 and the War on Drugs

September 11, 2011 marked the 10th anniversary of the tragic events that now comprise the universal acronym 9/11. In years
that followed this incomprehensible attack, a shocked, scared and angry nation looked for answers. Why did this happen? Who
was to blame?  

A 2006 University of Pittsburgh Law Review article explained, "Well before the twenty-first century, the 9/11/01 terrorist
attacks on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon, and the resulting War on Terror, the country and Supreme Court already
had been fighting another war for thirty years—the so-called 'War on Drugs'" (1)

By 2001, 'drugs' had become a societal villain. Notably, that year marked the 30th anniversary of Richard Nixon's declaration
of War on Drugs, "America’s public enemy number one in the United States is drug abuse. In order to fight and defeat this
enemy, it is necessary to wage a new, all-out offensive." (2) 

The Transform Drug Policy Foundation explained the mindset that bridged 'drugs' to terrorism, "Like the war on terror, the
war on drugs is framed as a response to an exceptional, existential threat to our health, our security, and indeed the very fabric
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of society. The 'Addiction to narcotic drugs' is portrayed as an 'evil' the international community has a moral duty to 'combat'
because it is a 'danger of incalculable gravity' that warrants a series of (otherwise publicly unacceptable) extraordinary
measures." (3)

In the wake of 9/11, Congress passed the PATRIOT Act to combat these two now conflated 'evils.' "This legislation
substantially increased the authority of the government in surveillance, border security, terrorism policing, money laundering
policing, and intelligence gathering," read a 2011 Drexel University Law Review article. (4) 

The RAND Corporation mapped this new web of federal authority. "Drug-related activities in the United States span a number
of agencies," which investigate and prosecute "drug, alien, and weapon smuggling, as well as terrorism-related smuggling."
(5)(6)

However, The 9/11 Commission Report released in 2004 saw the connection between drugs and terrorism differently,
"Although the FBI’s counterterrorism budget tripled during the mid-1990s, FBI counterterrorism spending remained fairly
constant between fiscal years 1998 and 2001. In 2000, there were still twice as many agents devoted to drug enforcement as to
counterterrorism." (7)

The FBI's "priorities were driven at the local level by the field offices, whose concerns centered on traditional crimes such as
white-collar offenses and those pertaining to drugs and gangs. Individual field offices made choices to serve local priorities,
not national priorities." (7)

The report went on to question the link between the laundering of drug money and the terrorist attacks, "While the drug trade
was a source of income for the Taliban, it did not serve the same purpose for al Qaeda, and there is no reliable evidence that
Bin Ladin was involved in or made his money through drug trafficking." (7)

The final chapters of The 9/11 Commission Report recommended a Global Strategy to fight terrorism. The Commission's
strategy unilaterally excluded drugs and the drug war from all Recommendations. Drugs as a causative factor for 9/11 and
their connection terrorism was nominal to non-existent.  

 2 / 15



===

This article was written in loving memory of the 2,977 people who lost their lives as a result of 9/11. 

===

(1) Ashdown, Gerald G., "The Blueing of America: The Bridge Between the War on Drugs and the War on Terrorism,"
University of Pittsburgh Law Review, Summer 2006.

- http://lawreview.law.pitt.edu/issues/67/67.4/Ashdown.pdf

(2) "Ending the Drug War: a Dream Deferred," Law Enforcement Against Prohibition, June 2011.

- http://mapinc.org/url/8HRddb4I

(3) "The War on Drugs: Undermining Human Rights," from the "Count the Costs: 50 Years of the War on Drugs," Transform
Drug Policy Foundation, 2011.

- http://mapinc.org/url/TJwPM2az

(4) Sciullo, Nick J., "The Ghost in the Global War on Terror: Critical Perspectives and Dangerous Implications for National
Security and the Law," Drexel Law Review, Spring 2011.

- http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1691140

(5) "The Challenge of Domestic Intelligence in a Free Society: A Multidisciplinary Look at the Creation of a U.S. Domestic
Counterterrorism Intelligence Agency," RAND Corporation, 2009.

- http://www.rand.org/pubs/monographs/2009/RAND_MG804.pdf
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(6) RAND Corporation graphical map of U.S. agencies involved counter-terrorism or counter-drug/money laundering.

- http://mapinc.org/url/ht6vItZ5

(7) "The 9/11 Commission Report: Final Report of the National Commission on Terrorist Attacks Upon the United States,"
National Commission on Terrorist Attacks Upon the United States, 2004.

- http://www.gpoaccess.gov/911/pdf/fullreport.pdf

==========

DRUG WAR FACTS is DRUG POLICY FACTS

The URLs http://www.drugpolicyfacts.org  and http://www.drugpolicyfacts.com  can now both be used to reference 
Drug War Facts . In other words, both URLs redirect to http://www.drugwarfacts.org .

Two new URLs, same great source of reliable, fact-based information on drugs and drug policy — 1,700+ Facts (direct
quotes) drawn from over 800 sources.

==========

NEW PREGNANCY SUB CHAPTERS

Six new sub-chapters of the Pregnancy Chapter in Drug War Facts  offer Facts concerning the use of these substances
during pregnancy: 
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"Pregnancy - Alcohol"

- http://www.drugwarfacts.org/cms/Pregnancy#Alcohol

"Pregnancy - Cocaine and Crack"

- http://www.drugwarfacts.org/cms/Pregnancy#Cocaine

"Pregnancy - Marijuana"

- http://www.drugwarfacts.org/cms/Pregnancy#Marijuana

"Pregnancy - Methamphetamine"

- http://www.drugwarfacts.org/cms/Pregnancy#Meth

"Pregnancy - Opiates"

- http://www.drugwarfacts.org/cms/Pregnancy#Opiates

"Pregnancy - Tobacco"

- http://www.drugwarfacts.org/cms/Pregnancy#Tobacco

"Interdiction - Drugs and Terrorism"

This new sub-chapter of the [Drug] Interdiction Chapter addresses the conflation of drugs with terrorism in memory of the
tragic events that occurred on September 11, 2001 as noted in the Feature Article.

- http://www.drugwarfacts.org/cms/Drug_Interdiction#Terrorism
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"Environment - Mycoherbicides"

Mycoherbicides are highly toxic fungi that have been tested and suggested for use in eradicating drug crops, even though they
contain chemical toxins that run counter to the United Nations Biological Weapons Convention.

- http://www.drugwarfacts.org/cms/Environment#Mycoherbicides

"Cocaine & Crack - Coca Leaf"

There are substantial differences between the natural, relatively safe coca leaf grown in the Andes and the sometimes deadly
processed cocaine and crack, but the two share one commonality - they're both illegal.

- http://www.drugwarfacts.org/cms/Cocaine#Leaf

==========

NEW SOURCES

"America’s Children: Key National Indicators of Well-Being," Federal Interagency Forum on Child and Family Statistics,
2011.

A wealth of statistics on the status of children in the United States.

- http://www.childstats.gov/pdf/ac2011/ac_11.pdf

"TANF Policy Brief," CLASP, February 2011.

The issues concerning the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) program and its mandatory drug testing
program.

- http://www.clasp.org/admin/site/publications/files/0520.pdf
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"Neutralizing the Gendered Collateral Consequences of the War on Drugs," New York University School of Law, April 2011.

The impact on women who are disproportionately impacted by sanctions related to felony drug convictions.

- http://mapinc.org/url/HOc72M8O

"Risks of Using Biological Agents in Drug Eradication: A briefing paper with emphasis on human health," The Sunshine
Project, 2001.

The use of pathogenic fungi to forcibly eradicate drug crops and the consequences of such use.

- http://www.sunshine-project.org/publications/bk/pdf/bk4en.pdf

"Coca yes, cocaine, no? Legal options for the coca leaf," Transnational Institute, May 2006.

Overview of the Bolivia government's attempt to exempt coca leaf from the 1961 Single Convention Treaty.

- http://www.tni.org/sites/www.tni.org/files/download/debate13.pdf

==========

NEW TABLES 

- "Provisions of Selected Federal Law and the Corresponding Benefits That May Be Denied to Certain Drug Offenders"

Displays the various government programs that deny federal benefits based on drug convictions or suspected drug use.

United States Government Accountability Office, September 2005.

- http://www.drugwarfacts.org/cms/Families#Benefits
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"Federal Agencies that Investigate and Enforce Drug Laws"

Displays agencies of the United States Government that investigate, collect information, conduct surveillance and enforce
laws concerning the trafficking and money laundering of illicit drugs. This list may not be all inclusive.

RAND Corporation, 2009.

- http://www.drugwarfacts.org/cms/Drug_Interdiction#Agencies

==========

UPDATED TABLES

Each September, the "Crime in the United States" data from the FBI Uniform Crime Report and the National Survey on Drug
Uses and Health (NSDUH) estimates from the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration are released.
These tables in the Crime and Drug Usage Chapters have been updated to add 2010 statistics. 

- "Total, marijuana and drug arrests by year"

"Although the intent of a 'War on Drugs' may have been to target drug smugglers and 'King Pins,' over half (52.1%) of the
1,638,846 total 2010 arrests for drug abuse violations were for marijuana, a calculated total of 853,839. Of those, an estimated
750,591 people (45.8%) were arrested for marijuana possession alone. From 1996-2010, there were 10.1 million arrests for
marijuana possession and 1.4 million arrests for the sales and trafficking of marijuana, equaling a total of 11.5 million
marijuana arrests during that fifteen year time frame."

"Crime in the United States 2010," FBI Uniform Crime Report, (Narrative by Mary Jane Borden), September 2011.

- http://www.drugwarfacts.org/cms/Crime#Total

- "Marijuana arrests percent share of total drug arrests by year"

"This table shows the growing dominance of marijuana arrests among total drug arrests in the U.S., rising from a percentage
of 39.9% of total drug arrests in 1995 to 52.1% of such arrests in 2010."
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"Crime in the United States 2010," FBI Uniform Crime Report, (Narrative by Mary Jane Borden), September 2011.

- http://www.drugwarfacts.org/cms/Crime#Share

- "Drug and marijuana arrests percent change over prior year"

"Total Arrests in the United States have ranged between 13.1 million and 15.3 million over the fifteen year period
(1996-2010), with the annual percent change for that time span averaging -0.9%. ... The percentage change values for
marijuana arrests confirm their upward trend. Total marijuana arrests in 2010 (853,839) were +45% higher than those in 1995
(588,964)."

"Crime in the United States 2010," FBI Uniform Crime Report, (Narrative by Mary Jane Borden), September 2011.

- http://www.drugwarfacts.org/cms/Crime#Prior

- "NSDUH - Percentage change in usage by substance"

"If the stated goals [of the 2003 National Drug Control Strategy] were a 10% reduction in two years, five years or nine years
from 2002, it can safely be said that the plan fell short of its goals, for usage of the aforementioned substances grew in almost
all categories during all of the time frames covered in this table with a few notable exceptions."

Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, (Narrative by Mary Jane Borden), September 2011.

- http://www.drugwarfacts.org/cms/Drug_Usage#Change

- "NSDUH - Lifetime (any) usage by substance"

Note: "Lifetime" use means use of a listed drug at least once.

Through 2010, nine years from the baseline year of 2002, lifetime" illicit drug use had increased by +10.4% to an estimated
119.5 million users or 47.1% (almost half) of the defined population. "Lifetime" users of marijuana, the most widely used
illicit drug, grew to 106 million or 41.9% of the defined population. ... At respective rates of +56.7% and +17.4%, "Ecstasy"
and "Pain Relievers" experienced the fastest growth among all illicit drugs."

Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, (Narrative by Mary Jane Borden), September 2011.

- http://www.drugwarfacts.org/cms/Drug_Usage#Lifetime
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- "NSDUH - Monthly 'current' usage by substance"

Note: "Monthly" use means use of a listed drug at least once per month.

"Through 2010, monthly users of all illicit drugs had increased to 22.6 million at rate of +15.9% since 2002. Monthly
marijuana users in 2010 equaled 17.3 million, reflecting an increase of +19.1% over 2002. The two drug categories
experiencing the fastest monthly user population growth between 2002 and 2010 were “Heroin” at +44% and "Pain Relievers"
at +16.5%."

Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, (Narrative by Mary Jane Borden), September 2011.

- http://www.drugwarfacts.org/cms/Drug_Usage#Current

==========

DRUG TRUTH NETWORK SEGMENTS

Approximately once per week, Drug War Facts  Editor Mary Jane Borden contributes a 3-minute segment to the Drug Truth
Network's 420 Drug War News http://www.drugtruth.net/cms/views/latest_420 . The transcripts of these segments are also
posted to the DrugSense Blog at http://drugsense.org/blog/category/facts .

7/3/11 DWF segment for Drug Truth Network - What is the Posse Comitatus Act?

MP3:  http://www.drugtruth.net/cms/node/3449

Transcript:  http://drugsense.org/blog/drug-policy/posse-comitatus-act

7/6/11 DWF segment for Drug Truth Network - Does the military participate in the drug war?

MP3:  http://www.drugtruth.net/cms/node/3454

Transcript:  http://drugsense.org/blog/drug-policy/military-and-the-drug-war
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7/11/11 DWF segment for Drug Truth Network - Has Swiss drug policy been effective?

MP3:  http://www.drugtruth.net/cms/node/3461

Transcript:  http://drugsense.org/blog/drug-policy/swiss-drug-policy

7/27/11 DWF segment for Drug Truth Network - What is the Single Convention Treaty? - *50th Drug Truth Network
segment!

MP3:  http://www.drugtruth.net/cms/node/3481

Transcript:  http://drugsense.org/blog/drug-policy/single-convention-treaty

8/3/11 DWF segment for Drug Truth Network - What is the difference between coca leaf and cocaine?

MP3:  http://www.drugtruth.net/cms/node/3488

Transcript:  http://drugsense.org/blog/drug-policy/coca-leaf

8/20/11 DWF segment for Drug Truth Network - How many parents use marijuana?

MP3:  http://www.drugtruth.net/cms/node/3512

Transcript:  http://drugsense.org/blog/drug-policy/parents-using-pot

9/11/11 DWF segment for Drug Truth Network - What was the Rainbow Farm?

MP3:  http://www.drugtruth.net/cms/node/3534

Transcript:  http://drugsense.org/blog/drug-policy/what-was-the-rainbow-farm

==========
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FAVORITE FACTS

Number of Parents who Use Marijuana, Mary Jane Borden, August 2011.

- http://drugwarfacts.org/cms/node/2132

(2010 - number of parents and children who use marijuana) "A projection of the number of parents who use cannabis can be
computed by comparing U.S. Census estimates with data from the Monitoring the Future study.

"The U.S. Census estimates that families in households with minor children - married and single parent male or female -
comprised roughly 62 million persons in 2010. An average of the percentage use figures in the 2010 Monitoring the Future
study indicate that around 15% of those within the childbearing years of age 20-35 consume cannabis monthly, with about 5%
being daily users. Daily use likely equates to medical use. Simple multiplication of these two percentages times the estimated
62 million persons heading family households places the number of marijuana using parents in the United States as high as 9.5
million and patient parents near 3 million.

"The U.S. Census also estimates the number of children ages 12-17 at 24.8 million. Monitoring the Future projects the
percentage of adolescents who currently use cannabis at 13.8%. The result of multiplying the two figures is roughly 3.4 million
young people who use cannabis at least monthly."

==

"Pursuing the Perfect Mother: Why America's Criminalization of Maternal Substance Abuse is Not the Answer," Pace Law
Faculty Publications, 2008.

- http://mapinc.org/url/aq3GUKK4

(pregnancy - policies toward pregnant women) "The American “fetal protection” movement is unique among developed and
developing nations. While other nations also have populations of poor women whose lives are highly dysfunctional or who are
addicted to alcohol and other drugs, only in the United States are these women treated as criminals or civilly committed based
on their conduct while pregnant."
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"Doublespeak and the War on Terrorism," CATO Institute, September 2006.

- http://www.cato.org/pubs/bp/bp98.pdf

(prison - writ of habeas corpus) "By way of background, the writ of habeas corpus is a venerable legal procedure that allows a
prisoner to get a hearing before an impartial judge. If the jailer is able to supply a valid legal basis for the arrest and
imprisonment at the hearing, the judge will simply order the prisoner to be returned to jail. But if the judge discovers that the
imprisonment is illegal, he has the power to set the prisoner free. For that reason, the Framers of the American Constitution
routinely referred to this legal procedure as the “Great Writ” because it was considered one of the great safeguards of
individual liberty."

==========

ABOUT DRUG WAR FACTS

Drug War Facts  provides reliable information with applicable citations on important public health and criminal justice
issues. A project of Common Sense for Drug Policy http://www.csdp.org , Drug War Facts  is updated continuously by its
Editor, Mary Jane Borden. Its mission is to offer useful facts, cited from authoritative sources, to a debate that is often
characterized by myths, error, emotion and dissembling. It is CSDP's belief that in time an informed society will correct its
errors and generate wiser policies.

Drug War Facts http://www.drugwarfacts.org  consists of over 1,700 Facts in 50 chapters covering all aspects of the
policies concerning illicit drugs, from the "Addictive Properties of Popular Drugs" to "Women and the Drug War." There is
also a multi-chapter section on "International Policies and Trends," covering Australia, Canada, the European Union, and the
Russian Federation. 

Facts consist of direct quotes from government reports, peer-reviewed journals, think tank analyses, and other authoritative
sources. Accompanying each quote is its bibliographic citation along with (whenever possible) a link to a PDF of the source
document. Drug War Facts  citations now link to over 800 different reports.

Each Fact is also preceded by two scan reading features in parenthesis. The first feature is the "data year." This denotes the
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year represented by the respective statistic, as in "drug usage in 2009" [example: (2009)]. The subject matter of the Fact may
be included in parenthesis as well [example: (2010 - U.S. drug control budget)]. A subject matter descriptor in parenthesis and
italic precedes research facts: [example: (cannabis, alcohol, and driving)].

==========

IMPORTANT LINKS:

Table of Contents: http://www.drugwarfacts.org/cms/node/243

Recent Facts (those recently added to the database): http://www.drugwarfacts.org/cms/Recent_Facts

Drug War Facts  2007 edition in hardcopy: http://www.drugwarfacts.org/factbook.pdf

To Subscribe to this newsletter: http://www.drugwarfacts.org/cms/subscriptions

==========

Questions, comments or suggestions for additions and modifications to Drug War Facts  are most welcome and may be
addressed to Mary Jane Borden at  mjborden@drugwarfacts.org . 

==========
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